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JOINT STATEMENT OF COOPERATION ON THE
GEORGIA BASIN AND PUGET SOUND ECOSYSTEM
by the Minister of Envivenment Canada end the Administrator of the United Sintes
Envirenmental Provection dgency

We see a special place ...

v wheve people of all sges con breathe vloan alr, drink cleaw water, pwiss an clegn Begohes,
and enjoy snpovativled viztoy of mountain, veean and shora,

.. where the inteprity of wildermess Is prosected and the future of forests, wildilfe, fish and
marine pammals iv secure.

o Where the fraditonsd values end dnowledpe of the Aboriginal peaple of the Georgln Basls
and the indigenous inhabitants of Puger Svund are horored and applied to now challenges,

. wheve pur common goot of sustainable communigey — smbracing human well-being,
gesnomic appaviunities and envirenmental quaiity ~ can be reslized by wday’s generations
and by thove pot fo come,

We helleve that ...

oo the Georgin Bosin/Puget Sound ccosystem i3 ¢ unigue and special place.®

The Georgia Basin/Pugst Sound ecasyster is one of the most diverse regions of Morth America:

£

g
diverse in its sonlogy, in its landscaps, and in its peoples.
A spectacular mountain and istend landscape dominated by 2 bounnful infand sea, the soosysiem
provides vital habitat for miltions of birds that migrate each year along the Pacific Flyway. Hs
waters are home to fve species of spawning salmon, whales, seals, and a rich variety of fish.
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... the future of the Geargia Basin/Pupes Sound scosystom is hreatensd,

%

We carmot ake the fnure of the ecosystem for granied,

The region’s economis wealth has long been based on 1S abundant newral resowress. Today,
however, rapid popudation growth and as &cwahﬁ human a "iz*«ztms threaren the ;;ammi
snvironment which has made the region ;

in the past 25 vears, the population in the Georgla Rasin/Puge Sam' seosystemn has more than
doubled. In the next 15 woars, it mey double vet sgain, creaeling SnNOImOUs Pressuyes on the
eonnorry, society and enviromnent of the region,

With rapid pcmmat:o*z increases, rich sgricuttural land is lost to housing and roads, wﬂéiit‘a‘
habitat is lost or destroved and some spevies ave put at grave riske. More peopl
mare vehicle ez’nisséms and lower air quality, wore g:f"*awq TS SEWRE

Concern for the fature of the ecosystern does not arise from activities witld region alone —
the region cannot sscape the impacts of changes in the global environment. Of special concern 15
the potential for global changes in atmosphere and climate to affect the fragile and mmm’fs rer
features of the Georgls Basin'Puget Scund soosvatem, Changss in rainfell patterns, for example,
could affect agricultural production and the health of forests; warmer ccsans conld seversly
reduce fish stooks. Over Hime, climate change could affect hurnan health and safety.

oo i fs mot fow Bt fo save the gopsystes for our childven and for thelr children.

We have today an epportunity for gction as unique 25 the ecosystem iiselfl Al the necessary
Saotors for a successfil ecosystem-wide effort are in place. Governments and the gensral publo
are gware of the many challenges o the ecosyatern. We have the desire to pre serve thig special
place. The sound science we need 0 malke inform @d ,,\si oy chotoes 18 at hand, The corumivment
m cooperation and permerships is siranger than eve

o< profecting this speciol place iy onr shaved responsibility.

U0, WE ATE mm on the two foders! governments” unigque
cundary and global environmental challenges confronting
waithy, sustainable

With zi:z \fcmt Statement of Coo
thilities 1o address the e
the mm-w‘ of the ecosvetem. But we cannot fulfill sur shared vision of ¢
SLOSYSIEI O QWY SWTL

£F

o olean

&l f}.f REaatEs

The challenges ahead - from climate changs 1o clea

sy oo complex and mierconnecied

""ﬁv
\.)
ﬁ.‘
3
R4
o
=
2
147
?4

tal p’%’zct can be anj f:\;ca ?:s*, o

ED_005661_00000016-00003



We showld find ways to work together on these shared concerns. We should engage the
considerable skills, energy and resourees of focal and reglonal governments, community groups,
educators, youth, workers, industry and business.

oo Eh2 Aborigias people of the Georgin Basin and the indigenons inhabitants of Puge: Sovad
Rave o spected sole to play i the future of the ecosystem.

The Aboriginal people of the Georgia Basin and the indigenous inhabitants of Puget Sound have
been stewards of the lands and resouress in the Georgls BasinPuget Scund vegion sinee thne
trmmemarial, And thelr knowledge, talents and energy should be part of the region’s futwre.

To preserve and protest the region, we sheuld work closely with representatives of the
Aboriging] people of the Georgia Besin and the zf‘i{izger&ws inhabitants of Pogel Scund in an
atmosphere of mutual respect 80 that their special knowledge and wrigue perspective cun
contribute 1o our common efforts. o

oo s oo Bl owm the read progress made to date,

T ooy efforts 1o work closaly together for the future of the Georgla Basin/Puget Sound
soasystem, we intend to build on the many worthwhile cooperative initistives and excellen

working relationships that have been established in the region. Thess mclude 2 vange of exi s’fi_ﬁg ‘
Canade-United Stafes arrangements, and multi-party mitiatives led by govertments, the
Aboriginal people of the Ueorgia Basin and the mdigenous inhabitants of Puget Sound,
wniversities and community-based organizations. In particular, we intend w collabarate with owr
partners on the Washingron-British Colurabia Eavironmental Cooperation Council to establish
pricrities and deliver envirenmenial resulis in the scosysten.

We belleve in ...
1oo the need S0 transiate words Inte actions,
Ciovernments can serve as o calalyst for ransiating goals into practical, on-the-ground, n-the-aly,

and in-the~water actions that will preserve and enhance the Georgla Basin/Puget Sound
cosystem. Fmmediste actions by ouwr governments can lend momentum to wider efforts.

oo Shie vafue of working ot the community level,

'

eiteve that 2 suc

the Georpa Basin

erve gnd enhante
o # the communly

Heve that concerned residenis and organizations in the regions are among the hest souroes
Ion t::r wr*e-rt chalienges fecing the scosystern, and that they should be pariners
i3 > of theiv region. They should have of pmm;;“ for providing mput
vernment ;}Eaming and decisions, and for paricipating n activities in thelr communites.
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<. warking through pavinerships.

We recognize the need 1o work on cur common goals through effeotive parmerships that involve
open conrnunication, a conuritment to cooperate, and the use of our individual strengths and
capabilities,

We intend to ...

e actively work together on meeting common challenges for the future of the Gewrgla
Bostn/Pupet Sound ecosysien,

Through this Joint Sratement of Cooperation, we state cur formal commitment 1o build on our
leng-standing and productive relationship to work cooperatively on our common visien for the
Georgia Bast/Puget Seund ecosysiem. )

The Joint Statement of Coaperation serves 25 2 staterment of our shared principles, goals and
challenges, We intend 0 establizh mmmm priovitizs and better cocrdinate many of the sxoifing
imitiatives already underway and provide a framewark for collaborztion on future initiatives in
the region.

Our inwnediate priorities for action should be the ones that residents across the region have
consistently identified as their most serious concerns: clean alr, clean water, the protection of
habitat and species, and sustainable communities.

v fFansiote syy commiitments inde annual dedon Plans.

To put into practice the goals and spirit of this Jodw Sicfement of Cogperation, we mtend o
cstablish a joint Bnvironment € azﬂada%mzmmmmi Protection Agensy working group of
senior-level officials, The gosls of this group would be o develop anmual Environment Canada-
Fovironmental Protection Ageney dedion Plans o share scizntific information on the ecosystem,
develop joint research inftiatives, ensure coordination of environmental management intatives,
and iointly consider longer term planming issues, such as air quality and climate change.

. involve residents and compinities concernad about the futire of this gpecial place,
We intend 1o provide meaningful opportunities for all residents of the Georgla Basiw/Pugst

Sound ecosystem o participate I efforts to preserve and enhance the environmental gualiy snd
sustainability of thetr refrion,

Many worthwhils, proven cooperative mecharisms are in place in the region, both at the
community and basin-wide levels, We intend to work through these cooperative mechansms o
the ’f‘-.ﬁ‘cﬁs«* extent possibie to inform and involve local and regional governments, COMMUBIEY
sducators, vouth, workers, ind 1 business, This will help enswre an open and

vm pracess of sstablishing priotiy ‘e:< identifying opportusities for effective cooperative
d meRsuTIg pIOgress.
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We also intend o involve the Aboriginal people of the Deorgia Basin and the indigenous
inhabitantas of Puget Sound through their tradifional spproaches for informing their peoples wxd
making decisions.

v soutinuatly monitor pur progress and addresy emeryging challenges.

In seeking to preserve and enhance the Georgia Basin/Puget Sound ecosystem, we intend fo wark
wogether in an open 2nd accountable manner, and jointly mowpitor sur progress avdd consider new
priovities for ection. '

An avmmal Fraure of the Basin Conforence, with partivipation fom organizations and groups
invelved in transhoundary mitatives in the Basin, could be an offective means of sharing
informetion on progress and butlding zonsensus around emerging challenges.

Finally, we bntend to meet ou an annual basis o review progress under this Joint Stutement of
Coopararion and provide direction on future prionities.

Frt warking togevhey towards the goals sos vut in this Jeim Statement of Cosperation,
we need and welcome the idsas and effevis of olf vesidents and organizations
concerned abowt the future of thelr special place,
she Georgin Basin/Puges Sound ecogysian.
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